May 21, 2015

full participation of all in the life and bounties
of the Commonwealth of Virginia and the na-
tion as a whole.

———

HONORING CALIFORNIA’S
GEOTHERMAL INDUSTRY

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor California’s Geothermal
Industry as we celebrate Geothermal Aware-
ness Month. It is important to recognize the
success of existing geothermal facilities in
California and the great value in promoting the
development of new geothermal power, one of
California’s greatest natural resources.

Geothermal energy is an excellent source of
clean, renewable energy that supports thou-
sands of jobs across our district and state. Not
only does the production of geothermal energy
boost our economy and reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil, it provides counties with
important royalty payments which they use to
pay for important priorities like public safety,
road maintenance and law enforcement. Fur-
thermore, geothermal energy is critical to Cali-
fornia’s renewable and low carbon energy
goals.

Geothermal energy is locally produced and
boosts rural economies through jobs, royalties,
tax payments and more. While in develop-
ment, a geothermal power project will employ
hundreds of individuals during construction
and post-construction, more than most other
renewable technologies. | am proud to rep-
resent The Geysers, which lies beneath the
surface of Lake and Sonoma Counties, em-
ploys 300 full-time employees at Calpine, fifty
full-time employees at the Northern California
Power Agency’s two Geysers power plants
and more than 150 contractors. The Geysers
is also the largest taxpayer in both Sonoma
and Lake Counties.

Geothermal power benefits communities
across the state, while providing important en-
vironmental benefits. In the south, The Salton
Sea Restoration and Renewable Energy Initia-
tive, a plan to save an important source of
water and minerals in the state, can add up to
1,700 megawatts of low-impact, cost-competi-
tive geothermal energy to the State’s power
grid. In the north, the Geysers maximizes the
economic and environmental benefits of the
resource, and helps reduce greenhouse gas
emissions to the equivalent of removing al-
most half a million cars from the road, mean-
ing cleaner air for local towns and cities.

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate at this time
that we recognize May 21, 2015 as Geo-
thermal Awareness Day and honor California’s
Geothermal Industry for ensuring that new and
existing geothermal power is part of a diverse
and sustainable energy mix now and in the fu-
ture.
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CELEBRATING THE PUBLIC
SERVICE OF JOSEPH HOUCK

HON. LEONARD LANCE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the distinguished public service of Jo-
seph Houck, who retires after 30 years with
the Summit Fire Department including seven
years as Fire Chief and Director.

Chief Houck obtained an Associate in Ap-
plied Science Degree in Fire Science Tech-
nology from Union County College. He is a
graduate of the National Fire Academy’s Exec-
utive Fire Officer Program and also completed
the New Jersey’s Certified Public Manager
Program and received a Bachelor of the Arts
Degree in Public Administration from Fairleigh
Dickinson University.

Chief Houck started with the Summit Fire
Department in 1985 as a volunteer firefighter
and became a career firefighter in 1987. Due
to his dedication and skill he became a recog-
nized leader in the department and was pro-
moted to Lieutenant in 1995, Battalion Chief in
2000, Deputy Chief in 2005 and Chief and Di-
rector in 2008. In addition, Chief Houck served
as a New Jersey State Fire Instructor and was
the City of Summit’s Fire Official.

During his accomplished tenure, Chief
Houck achieved a number of significant ac-
complishments in service to the City of Sum-
mit and in the name public safety. The Summit
Fire Department was accredited by the Center
on Fire Accreditation International—the only
Fire Department in the state to earn such rec-
ognition—and the Department’s reputation for
professional and timely service improved
under his stewardship. He managed numerous
disaster responses, including Hurricane
Sandy, and was a vital part of the City’s emer-
gency management team. His insight, guid-
ance and experience proved extremely valu-
able during challenging times.

Chief Houck has also been a member of the
New Jersey Career Fire Chiefs Association
and has been its liaison to the New Jersey Of-
fice of Homeland Security and Preparedness
Emergency Services Sector, a member of the
International Association of Fire Chiefs and
served on its Emergency Management Com-
mittee working on interstate mutual aid plans.

I wish Chief Houck many years of happi-
ness in his retirement spent with his wife,
Irene, and his children. | thank him for his
dedicated public service.

—

HONORING THE LIFE OF BRUCE
FARRIS

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and career of a local Fresno
icon, Bruce Farris, who passed away on
Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at the age of 88.

Bruce was born on March 25, 1927, in
Coldwater, Michigan, to Ross and Ruth Farris.
At the age of four, with the Great Depression
limiting jobs, the family gathered their belong-
ing and drove to California in their Hudson

E785

Essex automobile. They settled in Reedley
and three years later moved to Fresno. There,
Bruce attended Daily Elementary School,
Hamilton Junior High, and graduated from
Fresno High School in 1945. At Fresno High,
Bruce played baseball, basketball, and most
importantly, during his senior year, he wrote
for the Fresno High Owl.

Following high school, Bruce attended Fres-
no State College for two years where he
played basketball and wrote for the Daily Col-
legian as a reporter and an editor. After col-
lege, he worked for the Fresno Guide and the
St. Louis Cardinals organization. At the age of
21, he was hired by the Fresno Bee. His ca-
reer began by reporting on Fresno State ath-
letics, and later expanded to a broader range
of sporting events. What distinguished Mr.
Farris from other reporters, and what made his
career so impressive, was his enthusiasm for
his job and his love for all sports. Additionally,
Mr. Farris was unbiased and fair, making it a
point to report objectively.

While working at the Fresno Bee, Bruce
worked with a secretary named Barbara Har-
per, whom he married in 1955. Bruce and Bar-
bara had three children, Greg, Nancy, and
Sandra. They raised their children in a home
on First Street, and opened their door to
many, from people from church, to neighbor-
hood kids, and friends, relatives, and foreign
exchange students. Everyone was welcome in
their home at any time.

In 1997, Mr. Farris was inducted into the
Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame after decades of
covering Fresno State athletics. Afterwards,
Mr. Farris went on to report for the Fresno
Bee as the newspaper's outdoors and golf
writer. He worked at the Fresno Bee for 23
years before retiring in December 2002. Bruce
had a truly amazing 52 year long career.

According to his daughter Nancy, Mr. Farris
was defined by his faith, love of family, and
love of sports, three things which led him to
be such a great man. Mr. Farris’ loss is heart-
breaking for Fresno, and his passing will be
felt by the many friends that he has gained
throughout the years. Everyone that knew Mr.
Farris describes him as a kind man who truly
cared for others, and who was respected by
everyone who had the honor of knowing him.

Mr. Farris’ wife, Barbara, died in 2007. He
is survived by his one son, Greg, two daugh-
ters, Nancy and Sandra, nine grandchildren,
and one great-grandchild on the way. Mr.
Speaker, it is with the utmost respect that |
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the
wonderful life and distinguished career of
Bruce Farris. Mr. Farris’ passing is a loss to
our community. While his presence will be
greatly missed, his legacy will continue
through his writing.

MATTHEW GOELLNER
HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZ0

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 21, 2015

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize Mr. Matthew
Goellner as a member of the United States Air
Force Academy Class of 2015.

Matthew will graduate from the U.S. Air
Force Academy as a Second Lieutenant in the
United States Air Force on May 28, 2015.
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